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A Read the article.

A Different Kind of School

OQ

China wants to be the world’s number 1 country at international sports
competitions such as the Olympic Games, and it has a plan to make this happen.
It’s training thousands of young people to “bring home the gold”. In fact, China
has 3,000 special schools to train young athletes.

5 The children often start their training at the age of nine. They come from all over
the country so they live, study and train at the sports schools. They spend many
hours of the day training, so they don’t have much time for ordinary school
subjects or hobbies. Because the schools are often hundreds of kilometers away
from the children’s homes, they only see their families once or twice a year. Life

10 isn’t easy for the young athletes, but they feel proud because they are doing
something important for their country.

Today, about 400,000 young Chinese are training and studying at sports schools,
and every year new children join them. All of them hope to become champions,
but only about one in 2,000 succeeds.
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) Complete the interview with Chang, a coach at a Chinese sports school. Use the
information in the article to help you.

Interviewer: How many special schools are there?

Chang: % — B E—
Interviewer: When do the children begin their training?

Chang: z = o

Interviewer: Where do the children come from?

Chang: 2

Interviewer: How often do the children see their families?

Chang: %

Interviewer: How do the children feel about studying at the school?

Chang: T = = s

Interviewer: How many children succeed?
Chang: LS = i

@ Answer the questions.
1 Do you think the country should decide who becomes an athlete?

2 Write T (true) or F (false).
_ 1. China wants to win many gold medals.
2. The children spend the same amount of time studying as doing sports.
3. The children live at home.
4. Life is difficult for the young athletes.
5. Nearly half a million children are studying at sports schools.

WHAT ABOUT YOU?

Would you like to go to a Chinese sports school? Explain why or why not.
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